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Peace should not be put on but should be intelligently practised.
Khadi should not be merely worn but passionately loved. The
spinning-wheel should not be formally worshipped but plied in
every home as a religious duty. This alone will lead us to victory.
If we remain slaves at heart, we would never attain freedom.

A NOVEL STRUGGLE

This is a test of satyagraha, of our firmness in clinging to
truth. To this day, there has been no nation in the world which
claimed to adhere to truth and won its freedom. By adopting the
means of their choice, nations did not win independence but
acquired power over others. England is not free, but only power-
ful. It has enslaved us. To a slave, his master seems free and
he strives to be like the latter and so finds pleasure in enslaving
others. Such a slave never becomes really free, but is always sub-
servient to anyone stronger than he is.

TRUTH MEANS TRUTH

But, at the moment, I do not wish to take the reader so deep
into the matter. Let our freedom be of what kind it will, we have
resolved to win it through satyagraha.   We shall not, therefore,
get it through hypocrisy.  Those who have joined satyagraha with-
out understanding its meaning or, if they understand it, have
joined  it with  ulterior  motives,  will be  able to satisfy neither
themselves nor the people and, in the end, they will feel that
they have gained nothing, and that will indeed be so.   Shall we
really be free from the sin of untouchability if we look down upon
Dheds and Bhangis and mix with them merely for show?  So long
as we do not purify our minds and look upon them as our bro-
thers and sisters and share their sufferings, we shall not win free-
dom, for until then we shall simply not be fit for it.   It is on their
account that our progress will be retarded.   How far can a person
walk by pretending that he has no fever and persuading himself
that he is strong enough?  If, merely through fear, we have been
making a show of Hindu-Muslim friendship, we cannot possibly
remain together till the last and our insincerity will be betrayed
at   the   critical   time.    How can   we win swaraj   without being
tested to the utmost ? Even if British officials are deceived, Hindus
and Muslims will, in such   circumstances,  start fighting amongst
themselves.   We shall never be able to make a beginning  with
swaraj.    Right from the start the two communities will hate and
fear each other. We shall, therefore, go forward only if our friend-
ship is genuine.